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Clean Water Act 1972  
 

 Originally targeted industry 

 Now affecting   

 Animal Feeding Operations (AFOs) and CAFOs 

 New CAFO regulations December 2008 

 States must comply with federal regulations 

 Utah Strategy 

 

 



Utah Strategy Delayed 

 Target Date – Dec/Jan 

 Why? 

 Waters of the State vs.  

  Waters of the U.S. 

 Other options for CAFOs 

 

 

 
 



Utah Strategy Delayed 

 Result: 

 Agricultural Discharge 

 CAFO permit based only on 
federal requirements 

 AFO Permit-by-Rule for 
Small and Medium AFOs 

 1,530 AFOs assessed 

 190 interested in AFO PBR 

 

 

 
 



AGRICULTURE WATER IS RUNOFF FROM FROM THE PROPERTY OF 
A FARM, RANCH, OR FEEDLOT; RETURN FLOW FROM IRRIGATED 
AGRICULTURE; OR AGRICULTURAL STORM-WATER RUNOFF 

Agricultural Discharge when: 

 Pollutes surface body of 
water including ditches and 
water conveyance system  

 Pollutes ground water 

 Significant nuisance to 
urban land 

Agricultural Discharge is NOT: 

 Runoff onto land that is not 
part of a body of water 

 Release into normally dry 
water conveyance leading to 
an active body of water IF the 
release does not reach an 
active body of water 
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 All Large AFOs are CAFOs 

 CAFOs do NOT have to get a 
CAFO permit 

 No discharges allowed 
without permit: 

 Federal 

 State 

 CAFOs have two options: 

 CAFO permit 

 No permit 
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CAFO Permit 
 
 Provides protection for large 

storm events if following NMP 

 25-year, 24-hr storm events or 
greater  

 100-yr for new swine, poultry, and 
veal operations 

 NMP public-noticed for 30 days 

 Changes possible after public 
comment  

 © Larry Lefever/Grant Heilman Photography, Inc. 
Source: Encylclopaedia Britannica Online 



 Agricultural stormwater 
exemption for CAFOs 
ONLY IF have an approved 
NMP 
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 Agricultural stormwater 
exemption for CAFOs 
ONLY IF have an approved 
NMP 

 Small and medium AFOs 
automatically have 
agricultural stormwater 
exemption 

 No NMP required 
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 Settlement between EPA 
and Environmental Groups 

 Will require CAFOs to report 
information to EPA 

 Even if: 
▪  NO potential to discharge  

▪  NO CAFO permit required 

 Public Comment Period 
 

 National Pork 
Producers Council 

 Federal court ruling 

 CAFOs do NOT have to 
obtain a permit unless 
they have a discharge 

 Eliminates “propose to 
discharge”  



 No discharges are 
allowed regardless of 
year or size of storm 
event 

 AFOs have three options: 

 CAFO permit 

 State Permit-by-Rule 

 No permit 

 



State AFO Permit-by-Rule: 

 Provides enforcement protection 
for discharges occurring during 
large storm events 

 Requires approved NMP followed 
and maintained 

 No information made public 

 Voluntary 

 Utah Environmental Stewardship 
Certificate for Water Quality 



 UDAF 
 Endorsement for 

operations that utilize  
BMPs & protect 
environmental resources 

 Multiple Components 

 SWAPA 

 Water Quality 
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 Water Quality 
Certificate 

 Requires approved NMP 

 Verification that NMP 
implemented 

 Annual self-certification 

 Provides automatic 
eligibility for coverage 
under the AFO Permit-
by-Rule program 
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  Contact Info:   Rhonda Miller 
      Extension Agriculture Environmental Quality Specialist 
      435-797-3772 
      rhonda.miller@usu.edu 


